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ASK CLASS QUESTIONS:


1. What is Bahrami’s view of justice in this article?  


2. Do you agree or disagree?  


3. Why? 
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Woman Blinded by Spurned Man Invokes Islamic Retribution


By Thomas Erdbrink


Washington Post Foreign Service 


Sunday, December 14, 2008





TEHRAN -- Ameneh Bahrami once enjoyed photography and mountain vistas. Her work for a medical equipment company gave her financial independence. Several men had asked for her hand in marriage, but the hazel-eyed electrical technician had refused them all. "I wanted to get married, but only to the man I really loved," she said.


Four years ago, a spurned suitor poured a bucket of sulfuric acid over her head, leaving her blind and disfigured.


Late last month, an Iranian court ordered that five drops of the same chemical be placed in each of her attacker's eyes, acceding to Bahrami's demand that he be punished according to a principle in Islamic jurisprudence that allows a victim to seek retribution for a crime. The sentence has not yet been carried out.


The implementation of corporal punishments allowed under Islamic law, including lashing, amputation and stoning, has often provoked controversy in Iran, where many people have decried such sentences as barbaric. This case is different.


Tehran journalist Asieh Amini, who writes about human rights and opposes the sentence, said protest, has been muted because people have been moved by Bahrami's story. "It's hard not to get emotional over what has happened to her," Amini said.


Bahrami, 31, said she has fought long and hard to obtain what she views as justice.  "At an age at which I should be putting on a wedding dress, I am asking for someone's eyes to be dripped with acid," she said in a recent interview, as rain poured against the windows of her parents' small apartment in a lower-middle-class neighborhood of Tehran. "I am doing that because I don't want this to happen to any other women."


 


START CLASS:


Read the following excerpt from a news story published in the Washington Post: 
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To make a long story very short, Joseph, a young Israelite, was the youngest of eleven brothers. Although his father Jacob had ten other sons, Joseph was the favorite. He treated him differently and even adorned him in special clothes to prove his favoritism. The other brothers became very jealous of Joseph and began to plot a way to get rid of this golden boy. They stripped him of his clothes, threw him in a pit, covered his precious clothes with animal blood and convinced Jacob that Joseph had been killed. Before Joseph could comprehend what happened to him, his brothers had sold him into slavery to Egypt. It would be many, many years before Joseph ever saw his father again.


A series of events unfolded in Joseph’s life and eventually he rose to a place of political prominence in Egypt. Famine came to the land, and people from all over began coming to Egypt to buy/beg for sustenance. Joseph was the man in charge of dolling out the food. And, as life would have it, his brothers appeared before him. It had been so long they did not even recognize Joseph.


Joseph, rather than acting out in anger and bitterness, was broken before the people who had treated him so unfairly. He could look back in wisdom and see that what his brothers had meant for evil, God had turned to good.


 


SUMMARIZE SCRIPTURE FOR CLASS 


Genesis 45:1-8, 50:19-20


1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, "Have everyone leave my presence!" So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh's household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still living?" But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 for two years now there has been famine in the land and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt.


19 But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.


 


READ GENESIS 45:1-8, 50:19-20
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Read the following: 


Forgiveness gives Sacrificially


 


Matthew 5:38-42, 


“You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic let him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 


 


SUMMARIZE SCRIPTURE FOR CLASS 


We cannot imagine the hardships that fell upon Joseph. Actually, if we read of this story in a book or on the Internet, we would think it justifiable if Joseph refused food to his brothers when they came groveling. We might be able to relate to the story more if it ended with, “And then Joseph ordered the guards to throw his brothers in prison. As soon as Joseph was able, he bartered a price for his brothers and sold them into slavery fulfilling the saying, an eye for an eye a tooth for a tooth.” I imagine if this were a movie, the audience would clap at the beauty and satisfaction of revenge. 


The words of Matthew cut to the heart of our sense of injustice. What Matthew is literally saying is that if someone steals your shirt, give him your coat; if someone slaps you on the right side of your face, let him/her have a crack on the left side as well. Christ is taking our idea of justice and turning it on its head.


In the kingdom of God, injustice is returned with sacrificial giving. What happened to Joseph was unjust. It should NOT have happened. Joseph, like all of us, was created in God’s image and therefore worthy of the love and respect due to humans as image bearers of God. But instead of returning evil for evil, Joseph gave of himself to his brothers and embraced them in forgiveness, providing the food they needed to get through the famine.
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Read the following: 


Forgiveness loves your Enemies


 


Matthew 5:43-45, 


“You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.


 


SUMMARIZE SCRIPTURE FOR CLASS 


It is easy to love the people in our lives that we get along with. Of course. This is a no-brainer and goes without saying. It would be wonderful if upon reading the words, “Love your neighbor” we could walk away from the Bible satisfied with ourselves. But Christ does not stop there.


We are also called to love our enemies. And not only love them but pray for them. Something about this seems horribly unfair. But what about (fill in the blank)? You don’t know what they’ve done to me! That’s right. I don’t know the heartache and hurt that has happened to you but I do know that forgiveness is more about your heart and your reaction then it is excusing the evil behavior.


When Joseph forgave his brothers, he was not condoning the evil that had happened to him. He was able to trust in the goodness of God enough to believe that God could take the ashes of what happened and turn them into something beautiful.
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CLOSE 


It can be hard to accept the idea of forgiveness and love that Christ preaches. It is hard to accept that atrocities can be performed and revenge should not be sought. It is hard to accept the fact that if acid is thrown on someone’s face it is not okay to throw acid back at them. It just seems unfair.


God, who sees all, has a bigger sense of forgiveness and justice than we do.  Forgiveness is placing the evil in God’s hand and trusting that He is good enough to make sure that the right thing is done.  


Just as God does not repay us for our sins and our iniquities (Psalm 103:11), we, too, need to learn to look beyond the wrong action and see the image of God, even though it may be hidden, in the one from whom the wrong came.  Only then can we begin to turn the evil into good. 


Ephesians 4:32“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
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